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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

RIGHTS OF WAY SUB COMMITTEE
Report of Meeting of Rights of Way Sub Committee held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Wednesday, 11th October 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)




H Fenney, D K Edwards, S B Smith

Together with

R Meredith & Mr B Evans





R Luke & W N Perry – Maesteg Ramblers





Cllr K S Hunt





A Mason & D Mortimore - BCBC Rights of Way






A R Thomas – Cut a Lawn

Apologies received from Cllr J Williams.
240
RIGHTS OF WAY NETWORK

CIRCULAR WALKS

The Mayor welcomed the BCBC Officers to the meeting.
Mr Mason addressed the meeting presenting leaflets produced for circular walks in other areas of the Bridgend County, which include points of interest, in conjunction with the Countryside Council for Wales.

The Committee were advised that bids need to be submitted by 10th November 2006 for the next round of funding – 2007/8.

The Mayor produced the circular walks recommended by
Mr Meredith and Mr Evans, including maps of the routes etc.
Mr Meredith outlined his qualifications and experience to the Committee. He advised that the six walks are based from and to the railway stations in the town, approximately 5 miles long with 
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the sixth including all other 5 in a 15 mile walk.  The walks take in 21 of the Maesteg rights of ways, together with 5 in Llangynwyd Middle and 3 in Bettws areas.  

Mr Meredith reported that very few problems exist on the rights of way routes:
· Footpath 34 requires bridge and handrail

· Gates are locked on a few

· Footpaths on Forest Enterprise land require waymarking

· Stiles require not slip surface on steps

· Most of the footpaths have been waymarked; however where the footpaths join the main highways waymarking posts are required to allow the public to follow the route.

Mr Mason advised that certain repairs including, replacing old stiles with kissing gates, replacement bridges and clearance of any obstruction, together with the production of the leaflets could all be built into the application for funding to the Countryside Council for Wales, which could be as much as £15,000 match funded with BCBC Officer’ time, which will allow publication of one or two of the proposals in the first instance.  Details of the publication of the leaflet were discussed and the Committee advised that a draft would be presented for comment before final publication.

The Committee discussed the proposed walks and leaflets and the Mayor thanked Mr Meredith and Mr Evans for their extensive work and contribution.  Thanks on behalf of BCBC was also expressed.  
It was agreed to Recommend to Council that 

· the suggested walks be submitted to BCBC for inclusion in the CCW bid for 2007/8.

· historic local interest information be provided in due course.

The results of the bid should be available in January/February 2007 and if successful the leaflet could be available in June/July 2007.

The Town Council and the local Ramblers expressed interest in providing a link to the BCBC website once the leaflets are available.
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241
BCBC MEMBER REPORT

BYEWAY 12

It had been reported to BCBC that dangerous dogs are roaming loose on this byeway, intimidating the public and preventing access to the footpath and deterring walkers.  The farmer has been approached with this complaint.  If problems continue, Public Protection BCBC may assist.   The surface of this byeway is very uneven and waterlogged, possible remedy to use recycled material from roadworks which the farmer is prepared to store.
CYCLETRACK

A feasibility study is proposed for a new cycletrack linking with other areas.  Landowner of right of way 6A-1 has no objection.

242
DEFINITIVE MAP
The Clerk referred to correspondence requesting copies of the definitive map for the Maesteg area in a more manageable size as detailed in Minute 78.6.  The Committee were advised that maps will be made available for plotting and display purposes.
Reference was made to certain mistakes on the Map reported to BCBC.   Mr Mason advised that mistakes have occurred which will be rectified at a future date. 

243
FOOTPATH 46b
The BCBC Officers were asked for a progress report on the funding application to undertake necessary repairs to this footpath and  publicise the King Edward Stone.  Delays in the application have occurred due to staff shortage which are now resolved, and the funding bid will now be pursued.  It was stated that should funding fail, it may be possible to resurface this path with recycled highway covering.
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ACCESS DARREN VALLEY

FOOTPATHS 28,32,33,31 ETC.

It was reported that gates are locked at both ends of Footpath 32 which is having a knock-on effect on other footpaths preventing access to the Darren Valley.   Reference was made to the application for a Diversion on this Footpath, upon which no objections are raised; however, the diversion has been waymarked without the Order being resolved which is illegal.  

BCBC are to inspect this area, and remind the farmer of his liability should an accident occur on the permissive path.  

The Officers were asked for information on how footpaths blocked by the landowners can be re-opened more effectively.
The Committee were advised that BCBC can serve notice on the landowner to clear footpaths.  If the Notice is not complied with it has the power to prosecute to remove the obstruction, and the landowner can be fined for every day it is not removed after the Order is made.
Under new provision within the Law a member of the public can serve notice on the Authority who has to refer the Notice to the landowner within 28 days.  If this ignored the Council can then remove the obstruction and refer charges to the landowner.

It was stated that this action could be utilised on Footpath 48 to remove a gate obstructing the path.

245
ESTABLISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY

EVIDENCE FORMS
The Clerk referred to correspondence
requesting information on the above, whether there are any changes in the evidence forms required and is it necessary for individual forms to be completed or could a petition support one form.

The Committee were advised that individual evidence forms are required, however although as many as possible should be completed 
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10-20 may be sufficient in any one claim.  This information was noted.



The Mayor thanked the BCBC Officers for attending.

Read and accepted at a 

Meeting of the Council

held on 7th November 2006

.……………………….

Mayor

